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Source: Historical Statistics of the United States: Colonial Times to 1970.
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Drawing Inferences 
and Conclusions

During the mid-nineteenth century,
immigration to the United States increased.
People from European countries such as
Germany and Ireland traveled to America
seeking new opportunities. Life, however,
was not easy for these immigrants.

Skills Practice
To infer means to evaluate information

and arrive at a conclusion. When you make
inferences, you “read between the lines.”
You must use the available facts and your
own knowledge of social studies to form a
judgment or opinion about the material.

Line graphs are a way of showing num-
bers visually. They are often used to compare
changes over time. Sometimes a graph has
more than one line. The lines show different
quantities of a related topic. To analyze a line

graph read the title and the information on
the horizontal and vertical axes. Use this
information to draw conclusions. Study the
graph on this page and answer the questions
that follow on a separate sheet of paper.

1. What is the subject of the line graph? 

2. What information is shown on the
horizontal axis?

3. What information is shown on the
vertical axis? 

4. Why do you think these immigrants 
came to the United States? 

DIRECTIONS: Use the line graph and
your knowledge of social studies to
answer the following questions on a 
separate sheet of paper.

1. The country that provided the most immi-
grants to the United States between the
years 1820 and 1860 was

A Great Britain.

B Ireland.

C Germany.

D France.

2. In about what year did the number of
German immigrants to the United States
reach a peak?

F 1845 

G 1852

H 1855

J 1860

3. Irish migration to the United States
increased in the mid-1800s because of 

A a terrible potato famine in Ireland.

B the failure of a German revolution in
1848.

C the nativist movement.

D the availability of low-paying factory
jobs.
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