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Interpreting Primary Sources
When Thomas Jefferson wrote the

Declaration of Independence, he used the
term “unalienable rights.” Jefferson was
referring to the natural rights that belong to
humans. He and the other Founders of our
nation believed that government could not
take away the rights of the people.

Skills Practice
Primary sources are records of events

made by the people who witnessed them. A
historical document such as the Declaration
of Independence is an example of a primary
source. Read the passage below and answer
the questions that follow on a separate
sheet of paper.

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men

are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator

with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are

Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness . . .”

—Declaration of Independence, July 4, 1776

1. What does the document say about the
equality of men?

2. List the three natural, or unalienable, 
rights to which the document refers.

After gaining independence, American
leaders wrote the U.S. Constitution in 
1787. The Bill of Rights includes the 
first 10 amendments, or additions, to the
Constitution. The First Amendment pro-
tects five basic rights of all American citi-
zens. Study the chart on this page and
answer the questions that follow.

1. Which right allows Americans to
express themselves without fear of 
punishment by the government?

2. Which right allows people to worship
as they please?

3. Which right allows citizens to publish a
pamphlet that is critical of the president?

4. What is the Bill of Rights?

DIRECTIONS: Use the chart and your
knowledge of social studies to answer
the following question on a separate
sheet of paper.

1. Which First Amendment right protects cit-
izens who are staging a protest outside a
government building?

A freedom of speech

B freedom of the press

C freedom of assembly

D freedom of religion
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Rights Protected by 
the First Amendment

Freedom of Speech
People may speak their opinions without
fear of punishment by the government.

Freedom of the Press
Americans can express themselves in printed

publications without government interference.

Freedom of Assembly
Citizens can meet in groups as long as
the meetings are peaceful and lawful.

Right to Petition
Americans can make requests that

express their ideas to the government.

Freedom of Religion
Every person can worship freely.

No national religion will be established.
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the First Amendment
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