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The United States West of the Mississippi River
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Lesson 2: History of the Region

 Terms to Know
nomadic describes a way of life in which a person or group lives by moving from place to place 
pueblo a village of the Pueblo people in the American Southwest
mission a Spanish church-based settlement in the west
frontier a region just beyond the edge of a settled area
Manifest Destiny the idea that it was the right of Americans to expand westward to the Pacific 

Ocean
annex to declare ownership of an area
extinct describing a particular kind of plant or animal that has disappeared completely from Earth
reservation an area of land that has been set aside for Native Americans

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONESSENTIAL QUESTION
How do people make economic choices?

1900 20001800

1598 Spain 
settles 
Santa Fe

1803 The U.S. 
purchases the 
Louisiana 
Territory from 
France

1846 The 
Mexican-
American 
War begins

1869 
Transcontinental 
Railroad 
completed

1989 Exxon 
Valdez oil spill 
damages 
environment

1930s Dust storms 
destroy farmland 
in Great Plains

1959 Alaska 
becomes a state

 Early Settlements
Guiding Question How did life in the region change for Native 
Americans?

Many different Native American groups lived west of the 
Mississippi before Europeans arrived. Each group had its own way 
of life. Some settled along rivers, where they farmed and hunted.
Others lived on the Great Plains and hunted bison. These groups 
were nomadic. Nomads are people who move often. Some Native 
American groups built teepees using animal skins and long poles. 
These could be folded up when the group moved.

Defining

1. What does nomadic
mean?

When did it happen?When did it happen?
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Lesson 2: History of the Region, continued

 Marking the 

Text

2. Underline two ways 
the lives of Native 
Americans were 
changed when the 
Europeans arrived.

  Reading 

Progress Check

3. What was the Native 
American way of life 
like before Europeans 
came to the region?

 

 

 

 

 Marking the 

Text

 4. Read the text on the 
right. Highlight the 
effect the purchase of 
the Louisiana Territory 
had on the country.

  Making 

Connections

 5. How did the belief in 
Manifest Destiny help 
people settle the West?

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Pueblo people of the Southwest lived in villages that the 
Spanish called pueblos. Pueblo means “town” in Spanish. This 
group built homes made of dried mud. They farmed corn, beans, 
and squash. In the Northwest, Native Americans fished for food. 
They hunted for small game on land. The thick forests in the 
region provided wood, which they used to build large homes.

The lives of Native Americans changed when Europeans arrived. 
Europeans brought new animals, such as horses, to the Americas. 
However, they also brought diseases that killed many native people.

Spain settled parts of California and Texas by the 1700s. Some 
of the settlements were missions, church-based towns. Spanish 
missionaries tried to get Native Americans to become Catholics. 
France claimed the land from the Rocky Mountains to the 
Mississippi River. This area was called the Louisiana Territory. New 
Orleans was the most important French town. It was founded at 
the mouth of the Mississippi River in the early 1700s. 

Westward Expansion
Guiding Question Why and how did Americans move into this 
region?

The American Revolution ended in 1783, and the United States 
became an independent country. Many Americans started moving 
west to the frontier. A frontier is a region at the edge of a settled 
area. President Thomas Jefferson bought the Louisiana Territory in 
1803. The Louisiana Purchase doubled the size of the country.

Jefferson sent Meriwether Lewis and William Clark with a group 
of explorers to the Louisiana Territory. They traveled on rivers and 
on horseback for more than two years. They reached the Pacific 
Ocean. Their explorations helped the United States claim the 
territories that would later become Oregon and Washington.

Some Americans believed in the idea of Manifest Destiny. 
They thought that the United States had a right to control all of 
North America, from the Atlantic Ocean to the Pacific Ocean. As a 
result, more and more settlers moved west. Some moved to Texas, 
which was part of Mexico. Texas eventually declared 
independence from Mexico. Then in 1845, the United States 
annexed, or took control of, Texas. That is called the Texas 
Annexation.

Settlement of the west caused conflict with other countries. In 
1846 the United States made an agreement with Great Britain. This 
agreement gave the United States control of the Oregon Country, 
what would become the states ofWashington and Oregon. 
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Lesson 2: History of the Region, continued

 Identifying 

Point of View

6. Based on the map to 
the left, why do you 
think Great Britain felt 
they had a claim to the 
Oregon Country?

 

 

 

  Marking the 

Text

7. On the map to the left, 
highlight the Louisiana 
Purchase in pink. 
Highlight the Oregon 
Country in green. 
Highlight the Texas 
Annexation in blue. 
Highlight the Mexican 
Cession in yellow. 

  Reading 

Progress Check

8. How were the 
acquisitions of Texas 
and Hawaii similar?

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

War with Mexico broke out over lands in the southwest. The 
Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo in 1848 gave the United States a 
huge area in that region. That transfer of land was called the 
Mexican Cession.

Gold was found in California in 1848. Many Americans hurried 
there in what was called the California Gold Rush. Wherever other 
valuable minerals were discovered, Americans moved there in 
large numbers hoping to become rich. Railroads soon brought 
even more settlers to the region.  

Mormon Trail

O
rego

n  Trail

Santa Fe Trail

Gulf of Mexico
PAC I FI C
O C E A N
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Denver
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The settlers had an effect on Native Americans. Animals that the 
Native Americans hunted for food became extinct, or disappeared 
from Earth. The government forced many Native Americans to live 
on reservations. Reservations are lands set aside for Native 
Americans. These lands were usually located on poor farmland.

As settlers moved west, the United States bought Alaska from 
Russia in 1867. Then in 1900 the United States seized Hawaii, 
ignoring the Hawaiian royal family that ruled the islands.
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Lesson 2: History of the Region, continued

  Marking the 

Text

9. Highlight the early 
industries that 
developed in the 
region.

  Marking the 

Text

10. Fill out the chart on the 
right with important 
dates and events.

 Reading 

Progress Check

11. What resources 
attracted Americans to 
the western region in 
the 1800s?

 

 

 

 

Agriculture and Industry
Guiding Question How did people in the states west of the 
Mississippi live?

In 1862 Congress passed the Homestead Act. This law made land 
in the states west of the Mississippi River free to anyone who built 
a farm and lived on it for five years. Hundreds of thousands of 
people settled on the Great Plains to start farms.

Farm life was not easy. People built homes with sod, chunks of 
soil held together by the roots of grasses. Some people farmed, 
while others raised cattle. Cowboys herded cattle to railroad 
stations in Colorado and Kansas where they were then shipped to 
cities to be slaughtered to feed a growing population.

The first industries in the region were mining companies. 
Logging companies were founded in the northwest. The oil 
industry boomed after 1900, especially in Texas and California. 
Southern California became home to the movie industry. Las 
Vegas turned into a major tourism resort. Other places known for 
their great beauty also attracted many tourists. 

Year Event

1845

California Gold Rush

1862

Alaska became part of U.S.

1900

WritingWriting

Check for Understanding
1.  Informative/Explanatory Explain how geography affected one Native American group.

2.  Informative/Explanatory Had you lived in 1862, do you think you would have moved to 
the frontier to claim a homestead? Why or why not?
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