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Ariana put down her palette knife and took a step back from her canvas. In front of her sat her finished product: 
a medley of blues, oranges, pinks, and reds-a version of the sunset she had seen outside her window. It had 
only taken her an hour to finish the work, and she nodded her head in satisfaction. Not a single paintbrush lay 
near her; the young artist preferred to use alternative painting tools, like string and sponges. So when she 
found herself alone at home with nothing to do, she grabbed a canvas, a knife, and a bunch of paint, and set 
her easel right in front of a window. She smeared, wiped, carved, and brushed bright colors across the blank 
space with the edge of her palette knife, inspired by the sunset, but not exactly copying its bright streaks and 
perfect blend of colors.

She admired abstract artists, like Wassily Kandinsky, and therefore adhered to that style more than anything 
else she had been taught in art class. Her teacher had shown her one of Kandinsky's most famous abstract 
works, "Colour Studies: Squares and Concentric Circles," when she first began taking classes from him. The 
painting is divided into twelve square sections, each with a series of concentric circles within. Although she 
loved the simplicity of the work, what she liked most was Kandinsky's use of contrasting colors-the circles 
were painted with both earthy, dark hues as well as bright reds, yellows, and oranges. Many of Ariana's friends 
criticized abstract art-"What's the point?" they would ask-but she loved that it had the potential to elicit a 
strong emotional reaction to an untraditional image. Her painting of the sunset hardly looked like the sky; she'd 
borrowed hues from what she saw outside to create her own piece, which turned out to be a series of 
contrasting horizontal lines that spanned across the canvas.

The next day, she brought the painting to her teacher, Marcus. "Ariana, please, I've had enough of this," he said 
with a stern expression. While most passersby would have assumed he was harshly criticizing her work, he 
was in fact praising it. He loved her style so much that he wanted her to sell her pieces. But time after time, 
she had declined, saying that she wanted to paint only for herself. And even though he understood, he'd 
become increasingly frustrated; he desperately wanted to show her work to the greater public.

As the winter of her senior year of high school approached, however, Ariana found herself worrying about 
paying her college tuition. Although her parents had agreed to support her financially in her studies, she still 
wanted to pay for her textbooks and any other school supplies, all of which would quickly add up. So this time, 
when Marcus let out a teasing groan upon seeing her sunset piece, Ariana cleared her throat.

"All right, let's do it," she said. Marcus snapped his head up, and his left eyebrow raised way above his right. 
"Excuse me? Did I just hear what I think I heard?" he replied in surprise. It had been more than a year of him 
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nagging her to sell her artwork. Ariana nodded her head slowly, trying to convince her teacher. He didn't need 
an explanation; Marcus was much too excited. "Yes! Let's do it!" he exclaimed.

The next day, the two of them scoured the newspaper and real estate listings for any small open spaces that 
they could rent and transform into an art gallery. Marcus himself owned one that featured his friends' work in 
addition to his own, but since his gallery was booked through the rest of year with various showings, he could 
not feature Ariana's artwork anytime soon. But the two did not let that deter them. They wandered around town, 
peering into a few possible locations and asking around about any new empty spaces. Ultimately, though, they 
could not find anything within their price range.

After a long day of searching, Marcus and Ariana stumbled into a small local coffee shop to take a break. A 
waitress approached them after they both sat down and took their orders. After a long period of silence, Ariana 
spoke. "So what are we going to do now?" she asked, a bit disappointed about the day's events. "We'll find 
something-without a doubt, we'll discover a way to showcase your art," he assured her. Just as he said that, 
the waitress returned with their drink orders.

"Sorry to eavesdrop," she started, "but did you mention something about art?"

"Yes, we've been looking around all day for a small space to showcase my work, but we've been having a hard 
time finding something that's in our price range..." Ariana explained.

"No way! We actually display art in here-see all the pieces on the walls? Those are all from local artists," the 
waitress said, pointing to the nearest drawing. Ariana followed her finger to the image and noticed that the artist 
had employed a pointillist style, meaning that he or she had only used small dots of pure color to create an 
impressive depiction of an owl. "That's really beautiful," she told the waitress.

"Yeah, just bring in a couple samples of your work tomorrow, anytime between 8 a.m. and 12 p.m., that's when 
the owner should be here," the waitress said. "And hopefully she'll agree to feature your work!" Ariana thanked 
her profusely and gave Marcus a huge smile. They immediately walked to the studio and began to choose 
which works they would present to the shop's owner.

The following day, Ariana and Marcus strolled into the store lugging four of Ariana's best (and biggest) pieces of 
artwork at eight o'clock on the dot.  A few customers sat quietly at different tables sipping coffee, but for the 
most part, the store was empty. Behind the counter, a woman with graying hair and round, red-framed glasses 
peered up from her book to see who had entered. "Oh, you must be the artist!" she said, extending her hand to 
Ariana. "Lily told me that you would be bringing in your work today. My name is Susan."

Ariana shook her hand and introduced herself and Marcus. "Well, here are some of my favorite pieces," she 
said, and with Marcus's help, laid them on the ground for Susan to see. The owner fell silent, concentrating 
hard on each painting, analyzing their colors, shapes, and overall design. After what felt like forever, she looked 
up at Ariana. "I would be honored to hang these in my store," she said.
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Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. What style of art does Ariana adhere to more than anything else she's been taught?

A. traditional

B. abstract

C. pointillist

D. three-dimensional

2. What finally motivates Ariana to sell her artwork?

A. She wants to be famous like Wassily Kandinsky.

B. She feels bad that her art teacher, Marcus, has asked her to sell it so many times.

C. She likes the idea of her art hanging in a coffee shop.

D. She wants money to help pay for college.

3. Marcus greatly believes in Ariana's talents as an artist. What evidence from the text 

supports this conclusion?

A. "Her teacher had shown her one of Kandinsky's most famous abstract works, 'Colour 
Studies: Squares and Concentric Circles,' when she first began taking classes from him."

B. "He loved her style so much that he wanted her to sell her pieces...And even though 
he understood, he'd become increasingly frustrated; he desperately wanted to show her 
work to the greater public."

C. "Marcus himself owned one that featured his friends' work in addition to his own, but 
since his gallery was booked through the rest of year with various showings, he could not 
feature Ariana's artwork anytime soon."

D. "Not a single paintbrush lay near her; the young artist preferred to use alternative 
painting tools, like string and sponges."
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4. Read this sentence from the text.

"Many of Ariana's friends criticized abstract art-'What's the point?' they would ask-but 

she loved the way in which it had the potential to illicit a strong emotional reaction to an 

untraditional image."

Based on this statement, what can be concluded about Ariana?

A. She doesn't like her friends.

B. She prefers talking to Marcus instead of her friends.

C. She is an independent thinker.

D. She is embarrassed by her love of abstract art.

5. What is the main idea of this passage?

A. Ariana finally gives in to Marcus's wish to sell her artwork.

B. Ariana decides to go to college because she is tired of painting.

C. After Ariana decides to sell her abstract art, she and Marcus search for available 
spaces to show her art.

D. Ariana and Marcus disagree about where to sell Ariana's artwork, but they finally find a 
gallery they like.

6. Read this sentence from the text.

"Many of Ariana's friends criticized abstract art- 'What's the point?' they would ask-

but she loved the way in which it had the potential to elicit a strong emotional reaction to 

an untraditional image."

As used in the passage, what does the word "elicit" mean?

A. to remember or recall

B. to irritate or anger

C. to bring out or evoke

D. to push down or eliminate
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7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence.

Ariana and Marcus originally planned to set up their own art gallery. ___________, 

however, Ariana displayed her art in a coffee shop.

A. Ultimately

B. Therefore

C. Previously

D. Namely

8. What does Ariana like about abstract art?

9. Why had Ariana repeatedly declined Marcus's requests to sell her artwork?

10. What can be inferred about Ariana's character or personality based on the text?

Support your answer with evidence from the text.
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