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For use with Unit 5

A Changing 
World

World exploration expanded as
countries looked for new lands to con-
quer. There was great competition
among European countries to claim
undiscovered riches. This exploration
did not always benefit the people already
living in explored lands, however.

Reader’s Dictionary
finery: fancier clothes and jewelry

installed: placed in

plunder: stolen goods, usually during war

stench: a very bad smell

scorn: anger

Arrival of the Spaniards

Aztec accounts of the Spanish conquest of Mexico
in 1519 are recorded in The Broken Spears,

edited and translated by Miguel Leon-Portilla. This
selection describes the meeting of Montezuma and
Cortés.

The Spaniards arrived . . . near the entrance to
Tenochititlan. That was the end of their march, for
they had reached their goal.

[Montezuma] now arrayed himself in his finery,
preparing to go out to meet them. . . .

. . . Then he hung the gold necklaces around
their necks and gave them presents of every sort as
gifts of welcome.

When [Montezuma] had given necklaces to
each one, Cortés asked him: “Are you [Mon-
tezuma]? Are you the king? . . .”

And the king said: “Yes, I am [Montezuma].”
Then he stood up to welcome Cortés; he came for-
ward, bowed his head low and addressed him in
these words: “Our lord, you are weary. The jour-
ney has tired you, but now you have arrived on
the earth. You have come to your city, Mexico. You
have come here to sit on your throne. . . .”

When the Spaniards were installed in the
palace, they asked [Montezuma] about the
city’s resources. . . . They questioned him
closely and then demanded gold.

[Montezuma] guided them to it. . . . 
. . . When they entered the hall of treas-

ures, it was as if they had arrived in Par-
adise. . . . All of [Montezuma’s] possessions
were brought out: fine bracelets, necklaces
with large stones, ankle rings with little gold
bells, the royal crowns and all the royal
finery—everything that belonged to the
king. . . . They seized these treasures as if
they were their own, as if this plunder
were merely a stroke of good luck.
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The Life of Olaudah
Equiano

Olaudah Equiano was kidnapped from West
Africa and brought to America as a slave. In

1789 he wrote an account of this frightening jour-
ney. Here he describes the first part of that trip.

The first thing I saw was a vast ocean, and
a ship, riding at anchor, waiting for its cargo.
The ocean and the ship filled me with aston-
ishment that soon turned to fear. I was taken
to the ship and carried on board! . . .

The crew took me down below decks, into
the ship’s stinking hold. With the horribleness
of the stench and my crying I was so sick and
low that I couldn’t eat. I wanted to die. . . .

That first day, among the poor chained men
in the hold, I found some people of Benin.

“What are they going to do to us?” I asked.
“They are taking us away to work for
them,” a man from Benin explained.
“And do they only live here,” I asked, “in
this hollow place, the ship?”
“They have a white people’s country,” the
man explained, “but it is far away.”
“How can it be,” I asked, “that in our
whole country nobody ever heard of
them?”
“They live very far away,” another man
explained.

Queen Elizabeth’s Speech
To Her Troops

In 1588, a Spanish fleet, known as the Spanish
Armada, was sent to invade England. Queen

Elizabeth I spoke to her troops before the battle.

Let tyrants fear: I have so behaved myself
that under God I have placed my chiefest
strength and safeguard in the loyal hearts and
goodwill of my subjects. Wherefore I am 
come . . . to live and die amongst you all, to
lay down for my God and for my kingdom
and for my people mine honor and my blood
even in the dust. I know I have the body but
of a weak and feeble woman, but I have the
heart and stomach of a king and a king of
England too—and take foul scorn that . . . any
prince of Europe should dare to invade the
borders of my realm.

1. What gifts did Montezuma give to Cortés?
2. Why do you think Montezuma took Cortés to see his personal treasury?
3. How did Equiano travel from Africa to the Americas?
4. In her speech, is Queen Elizabeth I encouraging or discouraging her troops?

Explain.

Drawing of a slave ship

Queen Elizabeth I
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