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Section Summary 
FEDERALISTS AND ANTIFEDERALISTS 
Antifederalists believed that the Constitutional 
Convention should not have formed a new 
government. Delegate George Mason opposed the 
Constitution because it did not contain a section that 
guaranteed individual rights. 

Most Federalists thought that the Constitution 
provided a good balance of power. Many wealthy 
planters, farmers, and lawyers were Federalists. Yet, 
many craftspeople, merchants, and poor workers 
also backed the Constitution. Several groups made 
speeches to advocate their views. 

FEDERALIST PAPERS 
The Federalist Papers were written anonymously 
by Alexander Hamilton, James Madison, and John 

 

MAIN IDEAS 
 1. Federalists and Antifederalists engaged in debate over the new Constitution. 
 2. The Federalist Papers played an important role in the fight for ratification of 

the Constitution. 
 3. Ten amendments were added to the Constitution to provide a Bill of Rights to 

protect citizens. 

Key Terms and People 
Antifederalists  people who opposed the Constitution 

George Mason  delegate who opposed the Constitution 

Federalists  people who supported the Constitution 

Federalist Papers  essays supporting the Constitution 

amendments  official changes to a document 

Bill of Rights  Constitutional amendments that protect the rights of citizens 

Academic Vocabulary 
advocate  to plead in favor of 

Why did George Mason 
oppose the Constitution? 

_______________________  

_______________________  

_______________________  
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Jay in defense of the Constitution. They tried to 
persuade people that the Constitution would not 
overwhelm the states. Madison stated that the 
diversity of the United States meant no single group 
would take over the government. 

The Constitution needed only nine states to pass 
it, but each state should ratify it as a way of 
proclaiming national unity. Every state except 
Rhode Island held state conventions that gave 
citizens the right to discuss and vote on the 
Constitution. On December 7, 1787, Delaware 
became the first state to ratify it. The Constitution 
went into effect in June 1788 after New Hampshire 
became the ninth state to ratify it. Several states 
ratified the Constitution only after a bill protecting 
individual rights was promised. 

BILL OF RIGHTS 
Many Antifederalists did not believe that the 
Constitution would safeguard personal rights. In the 
first session of Congress, James Madison spurred 
the legislators to develop a bill of rights. The rights 
would then become amendments to the 
Constitution after a two-thirds majority of both 
houses of Congress and three-fourths of the states 
approved them. Article V of the Constitution 
spelled out this way of changing the document to 
respond to the will of the people. 

In December 1791 Congress proposed 12 
amendments and turned them over to the states for 
ratification. By December 1791 the states had 
ratified the Bill of Rights. Ten of the proposed 12 
amendments were written to protect citizens’ rights. 
These amendments show how the Constitution was 
amended to meet the needs of a growing nation. 

CHALLENGE ACTIVITY 
Critical Thinking: Comparing and Contrasting  
Write a short essay comparing and contrasting the 
views of Federalists and Antifederalists. Use 
specific examples. 

Why did states hold 
constitutional 
conventions? 

_______________________  

_______________________  

Why do you think the 
Constitution has lasted 
more than 200 years? 

_______________________  

_______________________  

What kind of bill did 
several states demand? 

_______________________  

_______________________  
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DIRECTIONS  Read each sentence and fill in the blank with the word 
in the word pair that best completes the sentence. 

 1. A group of essays that defended the Constitution was the 

_______________________. (Bill of Rights/Federalist Papers) 

 2. _______________________ was an Antifederalist who felt the Constitution 
needed a bill of rights. (George Mason/Alexander Hamilton) 

 3. The _______________________, established a clear precedent for amending the 
Constitution. (Bill of Rights/Federalist Papers) 

 4. Supporters of the Constitution were known as _______________________. 
(Federalists/Antifederalists) 

 5. People who felt the Constitutional Convention should not have created a new 

government were called ______________________. (Federalists/Antifederalists) 

 6. ______________________ defended the Constitution in the Federalist Papers. 
(George Mason/Alexander Hamilton) 

 7. Official changes to the Constitution are called ______________________. 
(Bill of Rights/amendments) 
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