
C
o

p
y

rig
h

t ©
 T

h
e

 M
cG

ra
w

-H
ill C

o
m

p
a

n
ie

s, In
c.

NAME ________________________________________  DATE  _____________  CLASS  ______

netw  rks
The United States East of the Mississippi River

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONESSENTIAL QUESTION
What makes a culture unique?

Lesson 3: Life in the Region

 What Do You Know? What Do You Know?
In the first column, answer the questions based on what you know before you study. After this lesson, 
complete the last column.

Now... Later...

Why do people choose to live in 
metropolitan areas?

Why does the United States 
have three branches of 
government?

How do government actions 
affect people?

What are service industries?

 Terms to Know
metropolitan having to do with a large city
tourism industry that provides services to people who are traveling for enjoyment
civil rights basic rights that belong to all citizens
Rust Belt area of the Midwest, Mid-Atlantic, and New England where many factories closed during 

the 1980s
service industry businesses that provide services rather than products

Major Metropolitan Areas
Guiding Question What is it like to live in a large metropolitan area in 
the United States east of the Mississippi River?

People in the United States live in many different environments. 
Farmers and ranchers live in rural areas. Many people live in 
suburbs, where they can own pieces of land. Others prefer 
metropolitan areas, or large cities, such as New York, Boston, and 
Miami. Such cities are centers of culture, education, business, and 
recreation. The tourism business in cities  provides jobs in service 
industries such as restaurants, hotels, and travel agencies. The 
money tourists spend brings revenue to state and local economies.

 Defining

1. What are the names of 
the major metropolitan 
areas located in your 
state?
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New York and Chicago are two of the largest metropolitan areas 
east of the Mississippi River. New York City is on the Atlantic coast. It 
has the largest population of any city in the United States. It began 
as a Dutch colonial port. It still has one of the busiest ports in North 
America. New York City has five areas called boroughs. The smallest 
is Manhattan. It is the cultural, political, and economic center of the 
city. It is home to people of every kind of background. It is also a 
center of finance, advertising, entertainment, and the arts. More 
than 30 million tourists visit New York each year.

Chicago began as a small settlement on Lake Michigan. By the 
mid-1800s, it was the center of all railroad travel in the United States. 
Its importance as a transportation center grew with the opening of 
the St. Lawrence Seaway in the mid-1900s. It is still one of the nation’s 
most important centers of shipping, transportation, and industry.

Atlanta is the capital of Georgia. With the coming of railroads, it 
became an economic, cultural, and political center of the South. It 
also became a transportation hub. It was burned to the ground 
during the Civil War, but rebuilt after the war. Today, it is the 
commercial center of the modern South. Many industries have 
headquarters in Atlanta.

New Orleans began as a port along the Mississippi River near 
the Gulf of Mexico. It was an important center of transportation 
and trade. It has also served as a major stop along supply lines 
during times of war. In 2005, the city was badly flooded by 
Hurricane Katrina. New Orleans is famous for its rich cultural 
traditions, including spicy foods, musical styles, and celebrations 
such as Mardi Gras. It was one of the first centers of jazz music. 
Tourism is very important to the economy of New Orleans.

The U.S. Government
Guiding Question How have the government’s actions affected the 
land and people of the United States?

After it declared independence from Great Britain, the United 
States needed a system of government. Americans wanted a 
government to protect the rights and freedoms of the people. The 
government they created was a democracy. In a democracy, 
people elect representatives to run the government.

Representatives from each of the 13 states met in 1787 to write 
a plan of government. Their plan, the Constitution, is still the law 
of our country. The United States is a federal republic. This means 
that the national government shares power with the states. 

Lesson 3: Life in the Region, Continued

 Marking the 

Text

  2. Read the text on the 
right. Highlight the 
names of major cities 
of the United States 
east of the Mississippi.

 Explaining

3. Why is tourism an 
important industry in 
many cities?

 

 

 

 

 Reading 

Progress Check

4. How are New York and 
New Orleans alike? 
How are they 
different?

 

 

 

 

 Marking the 

Text

5. Read the text on the 
left. Underline the 
definition of a 
democracy. Then circle 
the definition of a 
federal republic. 
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Lesson 3: Life in the Region, Continued

 Identifying

6. What is the Bill of 
Rights?

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Reading 

Progress Check

7. Why is the U.S. 
government divided 
into three branches?

 

 

 

 

 

 Defining

8. What is the definition 
of the term civil rights?

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Amendments, or changes to the Constitution, have been made to  
meet changing needs. The first 10 amendments are known as the 
Bill of Rights. They guarantee the basic rights of citizens.

The men who wrote the Constitution did not want a single 
person or group to have all the power. They split the government 
into three branches: legislative, executive, and judicial. They are 
separate but equal. Each must work with the other two branches 
to govern the country. This is called a balance of power.

The Three Branches of Government

Legislative Executive Judicial

Congress President Supreme Court

Makes laws for the 
nation

Carries out the 
nation’s laws

Decides if laws are 
fair

Congress has two parts, the House of Representatives and the 
Senate. Members are elected by the people and come from all 50 
states. Both must agree on a law before it is passed. Laws have 
been made to protect the land. However, some government 
actions have harmed the land by allowing companies to dig for 
coal and drill for oil. This has polluted rivers and leveled mountains. 

Government actions have sometimes harmed people as well. 
Civil rights, the basic human rights that belong to all citizens, 
have not always been respected for Native American and African 
American people. To answer African Americans’ demand for their 
rights, the federal government made laws ending segregation, or 
the enforced separation of people by race. While most 
governments obeyed these laws, some local governments refused.

Other government actions, such as building roads and bridges 
and providing aid for people in need, help people and enrich our 
lives. We should remember that no government is perfect. The 
U.S. government is made up of many different people doing many 
different jobs.

Everyday Life
Guiding Question How has diversity shaped the culture of the 
United States?

The religion with the largest number of followers in the United 
States is Christianity. However, there are also people who practice 
the Jewish, Muslim, and other faiths. Sixteen percent of Americans 
do not claim a religion.
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Lesson 3: Life in the Region, Continued

The U.S. Census classifies the American population into several 
categories shown in the chart  below. 

Population of the United States, 2010

Caucasian 72% Native American 1%

African American 12% Two or more races 3%

Asian American 5% Pacific Islanders or others 7%

The United States has one of the largest and strongest 
economies in the world. Agriculture has long been an important 
industry. Today, family farms are being replaced by corporate farms.

In the late 1800s and early 1900s, the U.S. moved from an 
agricultural economy to an industrial economy. Factories 
producing cars, appliances, machinery, and other items have 
employed millions of people. In the 1980s, the manufacturing 
economy began to weaken. Many people lost their jobs. So many 
factories closed in the Midwest, Mid-Atlantic, and New England 
that those areas were called the “Rust Belt.”

In recent years, more Americans have found jobs in service 

industries. They provide services rather than products. Restaurants, 
electricians, and auto repair shops are service industries. Industries 
such as finance, insurance, and education also provide jobs and 
revenue. Different types of industries are important to the economy 
of the eastern United States. Today the economy is shifting to be 
more connected to the computer-information age.

 Writing Writing

Check for Understanding
1.  What do all of the metropolitan areas mentioned in this chapter have in common?

2.  What types of businesses and industries are important to the economy of the United States 
east of the Mississippi today?

  Making 

Connections

  9. Read the text on the 
right. Highlight the 
names of service 
industries.

 Reading 

Progress Check

10. What is the main 
difference between 
service industries and 
manufacturing 
industries?
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