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Moonrise
by H.D.

Will you glimmer on the sea?
Will you fling your spear-head
On the shore?
What note shall we pitch?

5We have a song,
On the bank we share our arrows-
The loosed string tells our note:

O flight,
Bring her swiftly to our song.

10She is great,
We measure her by the pine-trees.
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Moonrise - Comprehension Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. What is the first question that appears in this poem? 

A. Will you glimmer on the sea?

B. Will you fling your spear-head on the shore?

C. When will the moon rise?

D. What note shall we pitch?

2. What is the setting of this poem?

A. This poem is set on a rocket traveling to the moon.

B. This poem is set on a bank near the sea. 

C. This poem is set in the middle of the ocean.

D. This poem is set at the top of a pine-tree.

3. Read these lines from the poem.

"What note shall we pitch?


We have a song,


On the bank we share our arrows-


The loosed string tells our note:"

Based on this evidence, what does the word "pitch" probably mean here?

A. throw

B. fall

C. slope

D. sing
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4. Read these lines from the poem.

"On the bank we share our arrows-


The loosed string tells our note:"

Based on this information, what probably happened to the arrows after they were 

shared? 

A. They were fired from a bow. 

B. They were dropped into the sea. 

C. They were broken in half. 

D. They were set aside for later use. 

5. What is a theme of this poem? 

A. Nature can create feelings of horror and disgust in people. 

B. Nature can create feelings of sorrow and despair in people. 

C. Nature can create feelings of anticipation and admiration in people. 

D. Nature can create feelings of boredom and exhaustion in people. 

6. Read the third stanza of the poem.

"O flight,


Bring her swiftly to our song.


She is great,


We measure her by the pine-trees."

Whom or what is the speaker addressing in this stanza?

A. "flight" 

B. "her"

C. "song"

D. "pine-trees"
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7. Read the second and third stanzas of the poem.

"We have a song,


On the bank we share our arrows-


The loosed string tells our note:


O flight,


Bring her swiftly to our song.


She is great,


We measure her by the pine-trees."

What does the colon after "note" indicate about the third stanza?

A. The third stanza will reveal how many arrows were shared.

B. The third stanza is the "song" referred to in the second stanza.

C. The third stanza will contain more lines than the second stanza.

D. The third stanza will answer the questions asked in the first stanza.

8. Read the third stanza of the poem.

"O flight,


Bring her swiftly to our song.


She is great,


We measure her by the pine-trees."

What adjective is used to describe "She" in this stanza? 

9. What is "She" measured by?

10. Explain who or what "She" might be.

Support your answer with evidence from the text.
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