
Drawing From Experience
Have you ever entered a science fair or had a piece of

artwork displayed on a bulletin board? 
In this section you will learn about life in Rome and

how its people accomplished many things in art, science,
and engineering.
Organizing Your Thoughts

The Romans copied the Greek ways of doing many
things. But the Romans did not do them exactly as the
Greeks did. Use the text to help you fill in what changes
the Romans made. 
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Key Terms
vault: a curved ceiling (page 303)

satire: a writing that teaches by making readers laugh at the silly things
humans do (page 304)

ode: an emotional poem about life (page 304)

anatomy: the study of body structure (page 305)

Forum: an open space that served as a marketplace and town square 
(page 306)

gladiator: a man who fought animals and other men in public arenas 
(page 306–307)

paterfamilias: “father of the family” (page 307)

rhetoric: public speaking (page 307)

READING ESSENTIALS AND STUDY GUIDE 9-1

Life in Ancient Rome For use with pages 302–310

Greek Way Roman Way

Ideas 1. 2.

Sculpture 3. 4.

Building 5. 6.
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Roman Culture (pages 303–305)

In addition to their own developments in science and engineering,
Roman artists and writers borrowed from the Greeks.

The Romans copied the Greeks in many ways. They
studied Greek statues, buildings, and ideas. But they
changed what they copied. For example, the Greeks loved
to talk about ideas. The Romans thought that ideas were
only important if they could solve everyday problems. 
What Was Roman Art Like? The Romans put Greek-style statues
in their homes and public buildings. Roman artists did
not carve perfect people as the Greeks had. They carved
more realistic statues of people with wrinkles and warts. 

The Romans used Greek-style porches on buildings.
They built rows of columns, or colonnades. They were the
first to make full use of the arch. Arches supported
bridges, aqueducts, and buildings. They also used rows of
arches together to make a vault, or curved ceiling. 

The Romans were the first people to use concrete. Con-
crete buildings are stronger, so they can be built taller.
One of the most famous is the Colosseum. The Colosseum
was finished about A.D. 80. It was a huge arena that could
seat about 60,000 people. 

Another famous building is the Pantheon, a temple
built for Rome’s gods. The Pantheon’s domed roof was
the largest of its time.
Roman Literature Roman authors based much of their writing
on Greek works. For example, the Roman writer Virgil got
some of his ideas from Homer’s Odyssey. Virgil wrote the
epic poem called the Aeneid. This tells the adventures of
the Trojan prince Aeneas. 

The poet Horace wrote satires and odes. Satires make
fun of human weaknesses. Odes are poems that express
strong emotions about life. Ovid wrote stories that were
based on Greek myths. The poet Catullus wrote short
poems about emotions like love, sadness, and envy.

READING ESSENTIALS AND STUDY GUIDE 9-1  (continued)



A Roman historian named Livy wrote the History of
Rome about 10 B.C. Livy thought that history could teach
us moral lessons. The Roman historian Tacitus thought
that Rome’s emperors had taken people’s freedoms. 

The Romans liked plays, too. Many plays were based
on Greek tragedies and comedies. Seneca wrote tragedies.
Plautus and Terence wrote comedies.

Roman plays, histories, and stories were written in
Latin, the main language in all of Europe. People used it
for government, trade, and learning until about A.D. 1500. 
Roman Science and Engineering The Romans also learned from
Greek science. A Greek doctor named Galen brought
many medical ideas to Rome. For example, he taught
them about anatomy. Anatomy is the study of a human or
animal body. 

Galen used to cut open dead animals to study how
their hearts and other organs worked. He wrote and drew
pictures of what he saw. Doctors studied Galen’s books
and drawings for more than 1,500 years. 

Ptolemy lived in Alexandria, Egypt. He mapped over
1,000 different stars. He also studied the motion of planets
and stars. Ptolemy thought that Earth was the center of
the universe. He was wrong about that, but he was right
about many other things. People in Europe used his ideas
for hundreds of years.

Roman engineers built a huge system of roads to every
part of the empire. That is what people mean when they
say, “All roads lead to Rome.”

The Romans also built aqueducts. Aqueducts are long
stone troughs that carry water. The aqueducts carried
fresh water from the hills into the cities. Roman cities also
had sewers to remove waste.

7. Why was Roman literature written in Latin? 
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Daily Life in Rome (pages 306–310)

The rich and poor had very different lives in the Roman Empire, as did
men and women.

The city of Rome was laid out in a square with the
Forum in the middle. The Forum was an open space that
served as a marketplace and public square. Temples and
public buildings sat around it.

Rich Romans lived in large houses. Each home had big
rooms, fine furniture, and gardens. In the center of each
house was an inner court called an atrium. Rich Romans
also had homes called villas on their country estates.

Most people in Rome were poor. They lived in apart-
ment buildings made of stone and wood. Rents were
high. Whole families lived in one room.

Roman apartment buildings could be six stories high.
They were not well built. The people who lived in them
used torches and lamps so there were a lot of fires.

This part of Rome was crowded and dirty. People
threw trash into the streets. There were many thieves. 
The Roman government did some things to keep people
from rioting. The government gave the poor “bread and
circuses.” This means that the poor got some free food
and shows. 

Some of the shows were chariot races and gladiator
contests. Gladiators fought animals and each other. 
Most gladiators were enslaved people, criminals, or poor
people. 
What Was Family Life Like? Roman families included parents,
young children, married children, their families, other 
relatives, and enslaved servants. The father was called 
the paterfamilias. That means “father of the family.” He
controlled the other family members. 

Rich Romans hired tutors to teach their children. Some
older boys from rich families went away to learn reading,
writing, and rhetoric. Rhetoric means “public speaking.”
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Girls studied reading and writing at home. They also
learned household duties. Poor people did not go to
school.

Roman boys “came of age” when they were between
14 and 16. To celebrate, they burned their toys. This
showed that they were no longer boys. They could
become soldiers or join the government. Many became
partners in family businesses. Men wore togas, which are
loose robes. 

Roman women did not become adults until they mar-
ried. Women wore long flowing robes with cloaks. The
cloaks were called palla.
Women in Rome Women in early Rome had some rights but
were not full citizens. They could not vote.

Rich women had a lot of freedom. They could own
land, run businesses, and sell property. They could go to
the theater or Colosseum. Enslaved people did the house-
work. This gave rich women time to study literature, art,
and fashion. 

Women with less money worked in their homes or 
in family businesses. They were allowed to leave home 
to shop, visit friends, worship at temples, or go to the
baths. Some women did work independently outside 
the home. Some were priestesses. Others were hair-
dressers or doctors.
How Did Romans Treat Enslaved People? Slavery was always a part
of the Roman Empire. But as the empire grew, more and
more people were enslaved. By 100 B.C., about 40 percent
of the people in Italy were enslaved.

Enslaved people worked in homes, fields, mines, and
workshops. They helped build roads, bridges, and aque-
ducts. Many enslaved Greeks were well educated. They
were teachers, doctors, and artisans. Enslaved people
who earned wages could buy their freedom.

For most enslaved people, life was hard. They often
rebelled. In 73 B.C. a gladiator named Spartacus led 70,000
enslaved people against Rome. They beat several Roman

150

C
opyright ©

 by T
he M

cG
raw

-H
ill C

om
panies, Inc.

Name Date Class

READING ESSENTIALS AND STUDY GUIDE 9-1  (continued)



151

C
op

yr
ig

ht
 ©

 b
y 

T
he

 M
cG

ra
w

-H
ill

 C
om

pa
ni

es
, I

nc
.

Name Date Class

armies. Rome finally conquered them two years later.
Spartacus and 6,000 others were killed.
Roman Religion The ancient Romans worshiped many gods
and goddesses. They believed that spirits lived in things
like trees and rivers. Roman emperors called themselves
gods, too. 

The Romans also adopted Greek gods and goddesses.
They gave them Roman names. For example, the Greek
sky god Zeus became the Roman god Jupiter. 

Romans offered food and prayer to their gods and
goddesses. The important gods and goddesses of Rome
were honored in the temples. In addition, every Roman
home had an altar for household gods. 

Some Roman priests looked for messages from the
gods. They studied the insides of dead animals and
watched the way that birds flew. 

When the Romans conquered other people, they let
them keep their religion, as long as the religion did not
threaten the empire. 

8. Describe the freedoms of upper-class women that
were not available to women of other classes.
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