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READING ESSENTIALS AND STUDY GUIDE 12-1

China Reunites For use with pages 408–415

Drawing from Experience
When life is confusing or hard, where do you go to

find comfort and peace? Do you turn toward a religion, 
a person, the government, or somewhere else? What 
does this source provide you? 

In this section, you will learn how the Sui and Tang
dynasties came together to rebuild China after years of
war. You will also learn about the roles that Buddhism
and Confucian ideas played in China. 
Organizing Your Thoughts

Use the diagram to help you take notes on the Sui
dynasty. What were the causes and effects of Yangdi’s
decisions as leader? 

Key Terms
warlord: military leader who runs a government (page 409)

economy: system that includes the ways people produce, sell, and buy things
(page 410)

reform: a change that make things better, an improvement (page 411)

monastery: a place where men called monks live together in a religious 
community (page 413)

Cause Effects/Causes Effects

Yangdi wanted to 1. 3.
make China bigger.

2. 4.

5.

6.



Rebuilding China’s Empire (pages 409–412)

The Sui and Tang dynasties reunited and rebuilt China after 
years of war.

You already read about the end of China’s Han empire
in A.D. 220. China had no government for the next 300
years. It broke into 17 kingdoms. People were very poor,
and fighting never stopped. Chinese warlords—military
leaders who ran these kingdoms—fought with each other.
At the same time, nomads—groups of people who wan-
dered from place to place—took over parts of northern
China.

While China was divided and weak, it lost control of
some of the groups it had conquered. A group of people
who lived on the Korean Peninsula to the northeast of
China decided to break away from Chinese control. The
people of Korea built their own society and culture.
The Sui Dynasty Reunites China China finally became one again in
A.D. 581. Wendi, a general, made himself emperor. He
won many battles and finally brought China back
together. He founded a new line of rulers called the Sui.

After Wendi died, his son Yangdi took his place as
emperor. Yangdi wanted to make China bigger. So he sent
an army to fight the Koreans. The Chinese were badly
beaten. Yangdi also took on many large building projects.
For example, he rebuilt the Great Wall. 

Yangdi’s biggest job was rebuilding the Grand Canal.
These waterways connected the Chang Jiang (Yangtze
River) and Huang He (Yellow River). The Grand Canal
was a major shipping route. It was used to ship products
between northern and southern China. It helped make
China’s economy stronger. An economy is a system for
producing, selling, and buying things. 

Yangdi rebuilt China. But he also made life very hard
for the Chinese people. He made farmers work on the
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Great Wall and the Grand Canal. The people also had to
pay for these projects with high taxes. The farmers
became so angry that they killed Yangdi and took control
of the government. When Yangdi died, the Sui dynasty
ended. 
The Tang Dynasty In A.D. 618, one of Yangdi’s generals made
himself emperor. He took over China and set up a new
dynasty called the Tang. This dynasty lasted much longer
than the Sui. It was in power for about 300 years. The
Tang capital of Changan was a very big and beautiful city.
About one million people lived there.

Tang rulers made a number of reforms, or changes, to
make China’s government stronger. The most powerful
Tang emperor was Taizong. He went back to using special
tests for government officials. Government officials had to
do well on these tests to get their jobs. Their family con-
nections could not get them their jobs. Taizong also gave
land to farmers and brought order to the countryside.

During the late A.D. 600s, a woman named Wu became
the only woman in Chinese history to rule the country on
her own. As a strong leader, Empress Wu made the gov-
ernment bigger. She also made the military stronger.

China grew strong again in Asia under the Tang. It also
gained control of a larger area. Tang armies took control 
of the Silk Road in Tibet. They marched into Korea and
forced the Korean kingdoms to pay tribute, or a tax, 
to China. And the Tang also took control of northern 
Vietnam.

But in the mid-A.D. 700s, the Tang dynasty began to
have problems. A new group of wandering people—the
Turks you read about earlier—took control of central Asia
and the Silk Road. China’s economy became weak. Chi-
nese farmers and people in Tibet also revolted. All of
these events weakened the Tang. The dynasty ended in
A.D. 907.

READING ESSENTIALS AND STUDY GUIDE 12-1  (continued)



The Song Dynasty Military leaders ruled China for the next 50
years. Then a general named Song set himself up as
emperor in A.D. 960. 

The Song dynasty was in power from A.D. 960 to 
A.D. 1279. This was a time of great wealth and rich culture.
But Song rulers did not have enough soldiers to control
their large empire. Tibet broke away, and nomads took
over land in northern China. The Song moved their capital
south to the city of Hangzhou for safety. 

7. What events led to the end of the Tang dynasty? 

Buddhism Spreads to China (pages 412–413)

Buddhism became popular in China and spread to Korea and Japan.

You already learned about how traders and mission-
aries from India brought Buddhism to China in about 
A.D. 150. At the same time, the Han dynasty was very
weak. A short time later, China broke apart. A civil war
started. Many people suffered greatly. People died from
the war, and from a lack of food and housing. Buddhism
taught that people could escape their suffering. This
teaching attracted many Chinese who were looking for
peace and comfort. 
Chinese Buddhism Early Tang rulers were not Buddhists. But
they allowed people to practice Buddhism in China. They
also allowed people to build Buddhist temples. Many
Chinese Buddhists became monks and nuns. They lived
in places called monasteries. In these religious communi-
ties, they prayed and worshiped.

Buddhist temples and monasteries ran schools. They
also provided rooms and food for travelers. Buddhist
monks served as bankers and gave medical care.

Some Chinese did not like Buddhism. Many thought it
was wrong for the temples and monasteries to accept
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money. Others thought that monks and nuns did not
encourage respect for families because they did not
marry.

In the early A.D. 800s, people in the Tang government
feared that Buddhism was gaining too much power. They
saw Buddhism as an enemy of Chinese traditions. In A.D.
845, the Tang destroyed many Buddhist monasteries and
temples. Buddhism in China was never the same. 
Buddhism Spreads East You already read that Korea broke free
from China when the Han dynasty fell. For hundreds of
years after A.D. 220, Korea was divided into three separate
kingdoms.

In the A.D. 300s, Chinese Buddhists brought their reli-
gion to Korea. In about A.D. 660, the Koreans came
together to form one country. The new government sup-
ported Buddhism.

Buddhism grew even stronger in Korea and spread to
the islands of Japan. According to an old story, one of
Korea’s kings wrote a letter to Japan’s emperor. The letter
included a statue of Buddha and Buddhist writings. “This
religion is the most excellent of all teachings,” the king
wrote. Over time, Buddhism won many followers in
Japan.

8. What events in China attracted many people to 
Buddhism? 

READING ESSENTIALS AND STUDY GUIDE 12-1  (continued)


