
Name Date
©

 H
ar

co
ur

t

Use after reading Chapter 13, Lesson 3, pages 530 – 535. Homework and Practice Book ■ 127

New Industries
 Read the passage below, and answer the questions that follow.

 In the 1800s, the United States government made land grants to several railroad 
companies. More than 130 million acres were given to the Union Pacific, the Santa 
Fe, the Central and Southern Pacific, and the Northern Pacific railroads. In addition, 
western states gave the railroads 49 million acres. These land grants allowed the  
railroad industry to open new markets in the West for goods produced in the East.
 One effect of the railroad boom was the need for stronger kinds of track. When 
the railroads were first built, the rails were made of iron. With the arrival of bigger 
and faster locomotives, however, these iron rails were not strong enough to with-
stand the weight of the new trains. A man named Henry Bessemer invented a way 
to make steel strong enough for the larger locomotives. As a result, many companies 
were able to ship their products throughout the United States at a faster pace.
 One company that used the new, faster trains to its  
advantage was the Standard Oil Company. Founded by 
John D. Rockefeller in 1867, Standard Oil used  
the trains to ship oil all over the 
country. By 1882, Standard Oil  
controlled almost all of the oil 
refining and distribution in the 
United States.

1  Where did the railroad companies get the land on which 

 they built the lines? 

2 What effect did replacing iron rails with steel rails have on how United States

 companies could ship their products? 

3 What company did John D. Rockefeller found in 1867? 

4 What role do you think the railroads played in the growth of Standard Oil? 

(continued)


